Middle School Course Descriptions

THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

COURSE:
Reading and Writing Workshop (GRADE 6)

This course aims to bring the joy of reading and writing to each child. It is intended to make reading and writing a pleasant and rewarding experience. Students will read and select novels for their own pleasure while also being reading Greek Mythology, abridged versions of Shakespeare's most popular tragedies and Newberry Award Wining books.  Students will be doing free writing, creative writing, mini lesson on writing issue, peer revision, polishing and publishing, group sharing, presentations, etc.  The goal is to teach students to be self critical editors of their work as they gain further competence.
COURSE:
Language Arts (GRADE 6)

This course will be a subject-integrated course with social studies. The focus will be on reading and writing. The course will be both student directed and teacher directed. Class novels will coordinate with the areas of the world studied in social studies. The writing process used will enhance the research based writing in social studies.

COURSE:
Language Arts (GRADE 7)

This course will be a subject-integrated course with social studies. The focus will be on reading and writing. The course will be both student directed and teacher directed. Students will continue to develop a love for reading and creative written expression, and will gain skills in writing for different audiences. Class novels will coordinate with the areas of the world studied in social studies. The writing process used will enhance the research based writing in social studies.

COURSE:
Language Arts (GRADE 8)

TEXT(S):
The Junior Great Book Series Eight


Write Source 2000
This course will be a subject-integrated course with social studies.  It will incorporate reading and writing workshops, thematic cross-disciplinary projects, and skills acquisition for vocabulary (Pre-SAT), spelling, grammar and written expression. Compositional essays and research report writing will be taught at an in-depth level. The 6+1 traits for effective writers will be further explored through all the stages of the writing process to publication.  The goals of this course are to challenge students to write for varied purposes and audiences, and to read a variety of literary genre.

THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT
COURSE:
 Math (GRADE 6)

TEXT(S):
 Everyday Mathematic

This course explores concepts in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of whole numbers, decimals and fractions. In addition, topics of ratio, proportion, percents and basic geometry will be studied. The course emphasizes skills in problem solving, organization and communication of understanding through written work and through cooperative learning.

COURSE:
Math (GRADE 7)

This class focuses on fundamentals in math skills and operations in preparation for algebra. Topics include integer operations, advanced fractions and percents, probability and statistics, graphing and data interpretation, exponents, fundamentals of geometry, and pre-algebra. The class uses a variety of hands-on math activities and writing and discovery methods, and develops calculator and technology skills while strengthening basic skills. There is a strong emphasis on exploring math concepts in authentic situations.

COURSE:
Pre Algebra (GRADE 8)


This class focuses on fundamentals in math skills and operations in further preparation for algebra. The class uses a variety of hands-on math activities and writing and discovery methods, and develops calculator and technology skills while strengthening basic skills. There is a strong emphasis on exploring math concepts in authentic situations.

COURSE:
Integrated Math I (GRADE 8)

This course is the first course in a three- year sequence studying algebra, geometry and discrete mathematics.  The focus will be on solving, graphing and applying linear equations; scatter plots and lines of best fit; graphing and solving systems of linear equations; multiplying binomial expressions; factoring, solving and graphing quadratic equations; computing areas, surface areas and volumes; introduction to the three trigonometric ratios; and introduction to probability.

THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

COURSE:
Science (GRADE 6)

TEXT(S):           FOSS kits

This is an integrated science course that explores the scientific method through the study and experimentation of topics in variables, magnets and electricity, earth science and astronomy and nutrition. The course emphasizes understanding and analyzing scientific concepts and the scientific method through experimentation, communication in writing and presentations.

COURSE:
Science (GRADE 7)

1. TEXT(S):
Science Plus: Technology And Society (Red Level)

2. TEXT(S):     AIMS, TOPS, GEMS Activities

This course incorporates the 7th grade science curriculum’s focus on life sciences and environmental science with a service learning project.  Mathematics, writing, reading, scientific investigation, social skills, and economics are embedded throughout this course.   This course is designed to culminate in a service project whereby students will take the knowledge gained, and through exploring answers to some essential questions, develop a plan of action and then act around an environmental problem in the Kathmandu Valley.  

COURSE:                   Science (GRADE 8)

1.
TEXT(S):
Science Plus: Technology And Society     (Blue Level)

2.
TEXT(S):
Science Insights: Exploring Matter And Energy

3.   TEXT(S):              AIMS, TOPS, GEMS Activities

This course builds on the skills developed in 7th grade, continuing to show the relevance and value of science through hands-on experiences and research and more advanced data analysis and experimentation in the areas of thermodynamics and energy, light and sound, atomic structure, chemical reactions and earth science. The course involves lab work, group work, presentations and long-term independent experimental projects.

THE SOCIAL STUDIES DEPARTMENT
COURSE:
Social Studies (GRADE 6)

TEXT(S):
Geography In Action 1 And 2
This course is predominantly a physical geography course. Units of study include Mapping Skills (Location), Weather and Climate (Place), Land forms, Deserts, Forests, Rainforests, Rivers, Water, Natural Resources and Population, Rural Environments, Fragile Environments and Cities. During Quarters three and four, thematic multi-subject units are incorporated.

COURSE:
Social Studies (GRADE 7)

TEXT(S):
The Ancient World
The 7th grade social studies course will examine the geography and history of the world’s great ancient, non-western civilizations. One major focus will be on how geography affected the choice of settlements and affected the lives of individuals during the early empires. The major religions that developed from the respective civilizations will be studied. The topics include Ancient Mesopotamia (Sumer, Assyria, Babylon, Phoenicia, and Israel), Egypt, India, and China. The course will be taught in an integrated Language Arts Writing Across the Curriculum. Students will acquire more proficiency in researched based expository writing with note taking, outlining, and bibliography writing taught and required.

COURSE:
Social Studies (GRADE 8)

TEXT(S):
World Explorer: The Western Hemisphere

The 8th grade social studies course will focus on the development of the Americas from Pre-Colombian civilizations to present day Latin America. The course will start with the Mayans, Aztecs, and Incas. The second phase of the course will examine the relationship between European arrival and the indigenous groups. The course will then shift its focus to Latin America and the Caribbean. European conquest and colonialism, 19th century Latin American independence movements, and the role the United States played in Latin American affairs during the 20th century will be examined. This course will be taught in an integrated Language Arts Writing Across the Curriculum format.

Exploratory Courses taught for one quarter in each of the grades 6-8 are Study Skills, Art, Music, and Speech and Drama.
COURSE:
Middle School Study Skills (GRADE 6, 7, 8)

TEXT(S):
Houghton-Mifflin Study Skills Text

The study skills course is closely integrated with students core classes.  It aims to consolidate and expand student’s academic skills. This course focuses on listening skills, reading for meaning and understanding directions, time organization, note taking, etc.  Included in the Middle School Study Skills program is a technology component.  Technology is taught in a scaffold approach, i.e., 6th graders are considered “beginners”, 7th as “intermediate”, and 8th graders as “advanced” technology users.  
COURSE:
Middle School Art (GRADE 6, 7, 8)

Art is designed to expose students to art theory, history and practice through a range of techniques, styles, media, and slides, books and video.

COURSE:
 PE/Health (GRADE 6,7,8)

Physical Education class will give students the opportunity to develop and maintain an appropriate fitness level, and to develop a sense of cooperation, fairness and team play through participation in competitive team sports and non-competitive activities.  Health class aims at helping students face changes in their bodies, minds and lives as they leave childhood and prepare to enter the adult world.  It encourages students to view health as a holistic concept and to pursue a healthy lifestyle.  To achieve these goals students will discuss sensitive health related issues such as puberty, sexuality, substance abuse, child abuse, teen pregnancy, birth control, etc., in an open, informative and non-threatening manner.  Students will practice first aid, study nutrition and physical fitness among other topics.

COURSE:
Middle School Music (GRADE 6, 7, 8)

Students will study the fundamentals of instrumental music through recorder ensemble , the use of the voice through solo and part-singing, and the technical basics of music notation (note values, scales, chords and terminology)  Music is designed to further students’ musical knowledge in singing, reading, writing, playing and listening to music.
COURSE:
Middle School Speech and Drama (GRADE 6, 7, 8)

This course offers students the opportunity to develop speaking skills, listening skills and drama skills. Grade 6 practice public speaking skills and take part in “The Great Balloon Debate”. Grade 7 write “The Middle School Play” and present a selection from the play to Middle School. Grade 8 study the vocabulary and principles of debate and take part in “The Great Debate”.

Other courses offered on a regular basis during the week are band, ESL, and foreign language

COURSE:
English As A Second Language (ESL)

ESL, English as a Second Language, is for the acquisition of English in the areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing for students who are not able to participate fully in a regular classroom.  The class is a resource for students in attempting to understand all their schoolwork in addition to being a refuge where they are comfortable enough to negotiate meaning without fear of reproach from others.

COURSE:
Foreign Language

TEXT(S):
Adelante ¡Ven Conmigo!

Foreign Language in the Middle School is designed to set the foundation for the courses taught in the high school.  Currently French and Spanish are taught in grades 7 and 8.  Grade 8, however, is now taught in the French/Spanish I program, which consists of eighth grade students from the previous grade 7, and in-coming freshman that are taking a foreign language for the first time.

